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WEEK AT A 
GLANCE

PRINCIPAL'S PERSPECTIVE
BY KIRSCH J. WILBERG

HNJ Gator Community,

Today is bittersweet as we say goodbye to 
an amazing group of young men and 
women. Our 7th grade students have been 
wonderful role models and leaders this 
year. They exhibit what it truly means to be 
boys and girls for others. I can?t wait to 
witness all they will accomplish! Come back 

and visit us!! And, may HNJ be forever in your hearts.

Today, our kindergarten students were promoted to 1st grade 
and our PK students all said goodbye for the summer. We can?t 
wait to see your smiling faces back in August! 

Reminder: PTC is hosting their last meeting outdoors on the 
blacktop TONIGHT (Friday, May 21) at 7pm. PTC will provide a 
year-end wrap-up and some ideas about next year. Bring your 
lawn chairs, snacks, and beverage of choice and hang out with 
us as we celebrate a wonderful year! We hope to see you 
there!!

God bless,

Kirsch J. Wilberg

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together...

May 24 - 5th/6th grade exams; 1st, 2nd & 

3rd grade Field Day

May 25 - Report cards issued (early 

childhood and 7th grade)

May 25 - 4th, 5th, 6th grade Field Day; 

3rd/4th grade picnic

May 26 - Last Day of Later Gators

May 26 - 1st grade picnic

May 26 - 7th grade Promotion Ceremony & 

Mass

May 27 - Last Day of School (grades 1-6), 

Farewell Mass & Awards, 8:30 a.m.; early 

dismissal 11 a.m.

May 28 - Report cards issued (grades 1-6)

View Full School Calendar

Quick Links

School Mass Live Streaming Link

May Lunch Menu

GA TOR
GAZETTEHOLY NAME OF JESUS SCHOOL

School Mission
Holy Name of Jesus School is an 

inclusive community dedicated 

to teaching children confidence, 

compassion, and integrity while 

staying committed to academic 

excellence and the Catholic 

faith.
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COVID 
REMINDERS

- We have been very successful 

in keeping our campus safe. 

Please cont inue to be diligent.

- Parents must wear masks 

during drop off and pick up 

when communicat ing with 

school personnel.

- When you come to HNJ to 

retrieve your child or drop off 

items, please call the office 

when you arrive and we will 

assist  you.

- Students in grades K-7th must 

wear masks while attending 

certain enrichment classes 

due to certain indoor 

configurat ions. 

- While we do have disposable 

masks for students in K-2nd 

that we are using, you may 

want to purchase a smaller 

mask to fit  your child?s face 

better.

- All students MUST arrive 

with a reusable water bot t le 

each day.

Health Quest ions?

Nurse Abby Donnelly, RN, BSN

adonnelly@hnjschool.org

MUSIC NOTES
We are excited to announce that the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage 
Foundation, Inc. has funded our music program here at HNJ School to 
purchase brand new instruments. From this grant our school purchased an 
electric guitar, electric bass, amps, drums, a trumpet, and music stands. We 
tried them out and are very excited to get started learning music with our 
shiny new instruments! 

Congratulations to our third grade 
student Levi Clement for her beautiful 
recorder performance. We are so 
proud of her for playing "Amazing 
Grace" for our Candle Mass. 

The Choir wishes to thank Mr. 
Jonathan Szymanski for his world 
class piano playing, improvisations, 
and for accompanying our choir. We 
are so fortunate to have Mr. Jonathan 
as part of our music program!

mailto:adonnelly@hnjschool.org


ATHLETIC AWARDS CEREMONY
Holy Name was excited yesterday to honor the achievements of our student-athletes, all of whom represented Holy 
Name of Jesus School by excelling both in the classroom and in competition this year in the New Orleans Athletic 
League.

This year Gator Athletics fielded 17 teams in twelve different sports including football, volleyball, cheerleading, 
swimming, cross country, basketball, soccer, baseball, softball, golf, tennis, and track and field.

A school record, 254 student-athletes filled out our rosters and took to the fields and courts over the course of the year. 
106 out of 121 students, or 87 percent, of the entire middle school participated in at least one school-sponsored sport. 
From this year?s 7th grade class of 38 seniors, 36 of them - or 95 percent - played this year for Holy Name. They grew 
to be leaders for their teams and role models for the younger Gator athletes around school and on the field. 

Also honored were our bowl-champion 6th grade football team, the cross country runners, track and field athletes, and 
league-champion 5th/6th baseball team. 

The highlight of the day came when it was time to award individuals and teams with the traditional HNJ Athletic 
Awards.

The Mohamed Charlot Team Spirit Award goes to the team that came together throughout the course of their 
season to achieve success by exhibiting perseverance, teamwork, and dedication. The 5th/6th Grade Girls? 
Basketball Team played with heart and inspiration the entire season, as they were clearly the toughest and grittiest 
team in the NOAL and represented the BEST of what Holy Name Athletics has to offer.

Each year, two student-athletes who excelled both in the classroom and on the field are honored. Harrison Evans 
and Natalie Cage met many challenges head-on and earned the Scholar-Athlete of the Year Award.

The Barcia Sportsmanship Award is named in honor of one of the finest student-athletes to represent HNJ on the 
playing field, in the classroom, and in the community - Chad Barcia, a member of the 7th grade graduating class of 
2001. This year, Chad?s legacy will live on through the efforts of two incredible members of this year?s 7th Grade class: 
Sadie Bruno and Nathan Smith.

The Lee Gardemal Award is given to two rising 7th grade student-athletes who embody the loving and generous spirit 
of Mrs. Lee, a fixture in the HNJ community for decades. The recipients were happily announced as Owen Moller and 
Arden Tujague, whose positive attitude, integrity, and encouragement of others will translate well into their final year 
as Gators.

Thanks to all the faculty and staff, the administration, coaches, players, and families that made this year in HNJ 
Athletics one for the books!  GO GATORS!



May Crowning



HOLY NAME OF JESUS 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PARENT SURVEY

Dear Holy Name Community,

Last week, we reached out to let you know that in the coming year, we hope to embark on a capital 

campaign to provide lasting enhancements to our parish and school facilities to benefit all members of the 

HNJ community. 

We need your input!

This past weekend at all of our Masses, we began conducting a parish-wide survey to seek input from our 

church and school families. This survey is one part of an in-depth feasibility study being conducted to help 

us evaluate the level of interest and potential support from our community for a capital campaign. 

You can answer the survey anytime in the next two weeks when you attend Mass. Copies of the 

survey are available at the back of church, and there will be a basket to place your completed survey.

The survey is also available online by clicking here.

We would like to receive input from every member of our parish and school community! So please 

take a few minutes to complete this survey.

To help our community learn more about our vision 

for the future, we are providing a Campaign 

Overview that includes a list of frequently asked 

questions that were derived from meetings held this 

spring with school and parish leaders. Reading 

through this document will help you better answer 

the survey.

For more information about the campaign, you can 

visit our campaign website. We look forward to 

hearing from each of our families. Your input is 

greatly appreciated and will be invaluable as we 

make plans for the future direction of Holy Name of 

Jesus.

May God bless you and your family!

Rev. Mark E. Thibodeaux, SJ, Pastor

Holy Name of Jesus Church

Kirsch J. Wilberg, Principal

Holy Name of Jesus School
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SUPPORT HNJ BY SHOPPING WITH AMAZON SMILE

When you shop at Amazon Smile, Amazon will 

donate to Holy Name of Jesus School. Click the 

link below to get started. 

HNJ Amazon Smile Link

If you have the Amazon app on your phone, 

please make sure to select our name under 

?Holy Name of Jesus Parish? and set it  to ?allow 

not ificat ions.? 

Shopping with Amazon Smile is quick and easy! 

Make sure to use "Smile" every t ime you shop 

Amazon.

READ THIS WEEK'S 

HNJ CHURCH BULLETIN AND 

JOIN US FOR MASS 

PK4 HAD A 
GREAT 
TIME 

DRESSING 
AS THEIR 
FAVORITE 

LETTER 
PEOPLE!
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2021-2022 TENTATIVE SCHOOL CALENDAR



ANNUAL GIVING VIDEO A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRS

LETTER FROM OUR CHAIRS

GIFT CATALOG

DONATE ONLINE

Thank you for your 
suppport!
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